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REPORT OF THE SURGEON-GENERAL OF THE
UNITED STATES NAVY.

The report of the Surgeon-General of the United
>Stutes Nuvy embraces a "statement of the condition
of the naval hospital fuud, the naval medical estab-
lishment and other matters of interest pertaining to
the duties of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery."
Certain of the other matters canuot fail to interest
every one who is interested in the welfare of the new

, navy of which we have heard so much during the lust
few yeurs.

One reads and hears so much concerning the per-
sonnel of the navy that the little the surgeon-geueral
has to say on the subject of recruiting naturally at-
tracts attention ; and under that head oue reads as

follows : " Enlistments on sea-going Bhips should be
prohibited by regulation, from the fact that many of
our new ships are unprovided with suitable accommo-

dations for such examination, some of them huviug no

examiniug-rooms or sick-bays, and even iu those having
sick-quarters they are entirely inadequate for the
proper performance of this work."

There is something quite startling about this luck of
uccommodution for the sick and wouuded. It is en-

tirely at variunce with the forethought to be expected ;
and oue looks with interest through the rest of the
report to see what further cuu be found regurdiug
sick-quurters in our new vessels which have been held
up as a source of national pride.

The next information on the subject is given under
the heading of sick-quarters on board vessels of war,
where it is stated that " on board of teu vessels no

quarters are designated for the treatment of the sick
and wouuded ; in the cuse of the Minneapolis the
omission was probubly due to an oversight, as this
vessel was designed on similar lines to her sistership,
the Columbia." Some of the reports from the differ-
ent vessels give more particulars. The medical in-
spector's report on the U. S. S. New York, contains
the following: •'The sick-bay is iu the same part of

the ship that it has been for ages past, in the bow, on

the berth-deck, huviug only a torpedo operating-room
forward of it. . . . The forwurd torpedo is operated
through the sick-bay while the blacksmith's forge is
overhead. The noise of tho huge cables running
through tbe steel pipes that pass through the sick-bay
is deafening, causing the patients to hold their heads
in agony. . . . The operating-room, so called, is the
bath-room and water-closet." Tbe surgeon of the
Detroit reports us follows : " Tho ship bus no sick-
buy. This is a most deplorable fact to contemplate
on board of any sea-going ship ; bud enough where
the berthing spaces are sufficiently large and well ven-

tilated to give fair comfort to meu in good health, and
where the Bick may be isolated by temporarily depriv-
ing others of their regular berths, but in a ship of this
claBs where every dry, ventilated aud not overheated
space is crowded beyond its healthful capacity, the ab-
sence of a proper place for the treatment and care of
the sick is not only a source of anuoyunce und discom-
fort to others, but is fraught with no little danger to
the unfortunate sailor."

These startling statements ure given iu the very
words of their writers, und represent a strange state
of things—which evidently does not exist without a

protest on the purt of the surgeon-general. " A special
report relating to the importance of providing suitable
accommodations on board of our ships for the care und
treutmont of the sick and wounded of the navy has
already been submitted to the Department. The
plans of all vessels in commission, undergoing con-

struction and nearing completion, have been carefully
examiued with a view of selecting suitable location
for sick-quarters, and recommendations made when
required."

The medical inspector on the San Francisco speaks
pleasantly of the naval militia, as follows : " They
came on bourd full of enthusiusm aud good-will, uud
while here devoted themselves to their duties und em-

braced every opportunity for the acquirement of a

knowledge of the exercises of a vessel of war. The
surgeon of the Massachusetts battalion came with
them. He held a regular sick-call, aud used his own

medicines and instruments."
The " Department of Instruction " iu connection

with the U. S. Naval Laboratory at New York, is
spoken of iu the most routine manner. A system of
instruction for assistant-surgeons immediately after
passing a successful examination for admission into
the medical corps of the navy, was created by a regu-
lation issued by the Department over a year ago. Fol-
lowing the nomenclature elsewhere adopted, it might
be culled the Navul Medicul School. It would be of
general interest to know a little more about the work
expected of the young assistant-surgeons and the ad-
vantages fer post-graduate study given them. At the
lust meeting of the Association of Military Surgeons
of the United States it was stated thut the medicul
oificers of the navy would gladly see the privileges of
this school extended to the officers of the naval militia.
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THE CITY INSANE ASYLUMS ON WARD'S
ISLAND, NEW YORK.

On December 26tb, the State Commission in Lu-
nacy, of which Dr. Carlos F. MucDonald is chairman,
made public the report of the investigation into the
condition of the city asylums for the insane on Ward's
Island, which it commenced last summer. In May,
last, charges were formulated aguinst the administra-
tion of these institutions, aud, in consequence, the
Mayor addressed a letter to the Commissiou, asking an
immediate investigation. Regarding the charge that
the Commissioners of Charities and Correction were

negligent of their duties and had diverted moneys in-
tended for the erection aud repuir of usylum buildings
to other purposes, the report finds thut the Commis-
sioners failed of effective supervision by joint visitation
and inspection, but, in view of the large number of
institutions under their charge, that they did the best
they could under the circumstances. As to the in-
eompeteucy, neglect aud inefficiency of the General
Superintendent and other medical officers, the report
finds the charges not sustained and commends all these
officials. The report also considers ¡nudequute and
biased the testimony in relation to the character and
conduct of the nurses and attendants. It maintains
that, despite the safeguurdB of the probationary term
and the civil-service examination, an unsuitable per-
son will occasionully gain admittance to the service,
and that while in certain occasional instauces cases of
neglect and ill-treatment of patients were brought
to light, the offender was always promptly discharged
when the facts became known to the Superintendent.
As a rule, the attendants were found faithful to their
trust and deserving of the confidence of their superior
officers.

Tho report goes on to state that the attendants were

justified in certain complaints they hud made and con-

demns the proportion of attendants (one to sixteen
patients) us entirely inadequate and in murked con-
trast to the proportion in tbe State hospitals for the
iusane. It sustains the charges made us to the in-
sufficiency und poor quality of the food furnished, and
finds fault with the character aud amount of the furniture,
clothing and bedding provided. The charge regarding a

scarcity of alcoholic stimulants is not sustained, but the
supply of medical und surgical appliances is found to be
not as complete as it should be. Regarding the existence
of scurvy aud the overdosing of patients, the Com-
mission does not think tbe evidence produced sustains
either charge, but it does condemn the use of danger-
ous medicines in such large doses as in certain in-
stances were indicated iu the testimony. The charges
thut the female patients were overworked and that
infectious cases were not properly isolated ure not
sustained. It is admitted, however, that patients
suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis were not is-
olated, but this is regarded as impossible on account
of the overcrowded conditiou of the wards.

The charges of overcrowding, dilapidation, defec-
tive plumbing, ventilation, etc., are fully sustained,

and the asylums ure found to be overcrowded to the
extent of 2,500 putients. The various charges having
been disposed of, the report proceeds to discuss the
causes of the existing abuses, and the conclusion is
arrived ut that they are due to the system under
which these institutions ure organized and udministered,
rather tliun to any particular individual ollicials or set
of officials. In conclusion, the report presents a

strong argument in favor of the transfer of the city's
asylums to the care of the State.

THE BERLIN MEDICAL SOCIETY ON DIPH-
THERIA ANTITOXIN.

The Berlin Medical Society has been engaged in a

discussion of the method of action and of the merits
of the serum treatmeut of diphtheria. Dr. Hanse-
iiiunii, of Professor Virchow's pathological labora-
tory, led in an uttack upon the diagnostic, etiologicul
value of the Klebs-Löffler bacillus, and the value of
the serum as a specific remedy.

Virchow pronounced the theory forming the basis
of Behriug's entire antitoxic theory to be a fallacy,
but ut the same time acknowledged that "all theoreti-
cal considerations must give way to the brute force of
figures." There is certainly much " brute force " iu
the figures adduced by Professor Virchow us taken
from the records of the Kaiser aud Kaiserin Friedrich
Hospitals. In June and July nearly all diphtheria
cases were treated with the serum, and results were

remarkably good, there being only eight deaths in 63
cases; tho supply of serum then gave out, and in 109
cases treated without serum during the next seven
weeks there were 55 deaths ; a new supply of serum

wus theu obtained and in 81 casos treated with it
during the next six weeks there were only 12 deuths.
Iu the whole period, 533 cuses were treated—303
with serum, 230 without. Among the former there
were 13.2 per cent, of deaths; among the latter, 47.8
per cent, of deaths.

In view of such results, Professor Virchow natu-
rally holds, notwithstanding his opinion us to the fal-
lacy of the theoretical busis of the untitoxin treat-
nieut, that it is the duty of every practitioner to use

the serum in diphtheria.

THE POSITION OF THE PHILADELPHIA HOS-
PITAL TRUSTEES.

We commented briefly lust week upon the extraor-
dinary uction of the trustees of the Philadelphia Hos-
pital in summarily dropping from the hospital stuff Dr.
Judson Duland, for apparently no other reason than
that ho postponed active therapeutic measures in the
case of a malarial patient in order to study the case

and verify the diuguosis by the aid of modern scientific
methods.

The question thus presented is a much broader one

than its mere effect upon an individual. It concerns

the proper relation of hospitals to the public, and the
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duties of their medical und luy officers to both hospi-
tals and the public. We are glad, though not sur-
prised to learn that it is thus regarded by Dr. H. A.
Hare, whom the trustees of the Philadelphia Hospital
appointed to the vacancy so summarily made, and who
has declined an appointment given under such circum-
stances. Any physician holding his profession iu
honor, must perforce do the same. We hope a further
study by tbe trustees of this busty und ill-considered
action, iu ull its beurings, will lead them to its revision
in a liberal, comprehensive, intelligent spirit, und to
the reinstatement of Dr. Dalatid.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Cholera in Argentina. — An epidemic of cholera

is reported to huve broken out at Rosario and Colastine
in Argentina. Although there have been but few
deaths the disease has been determined to be true
cholera, und the ports huve been closed uguinst traffic.

After-Effects of Antitoxin. — Rembold reports
iu the Deutsche Med. Wochenschrift, for December
20th, two cases out of six treated with antitoxin which
showed the urticariul eruption, with constitutional
symptoms, following the untitoxiu treutment. TheBe
cases were iu every respect similur to those reported
by Cnyrim und Zublinski, und noticed in the Journal
for December 20th. In one of these cases though the
effect of the antitoxin in the acute stage of the diph-
theria was markedly beneficial, post-diphtheritic paral-
ysis of accommodution ensued.

Commercialization of Serum Therapy. — It
is reported thut the shares iu the Höchst establishment
for the production of untitoxiu rose several points re-

cently on the Frankfort Stock Exchange, on the
strength of a report thut the works were about to put
ou the market a typhoid antitoxin discovered by
Behring ! The results of such commerciulizution of
the name of Koch are too recent to be forgotten.

A National Diphtheria Commission. — Accord-
ing to the Journal of the American Medical Association,
Representative Goldzier, of Illinois, has prepared aud
will endeavor to secure the prompt adoption of u

joint resolution for the creation of u Nutioual Com-
mission for the investigation of the antitoxin treat-
ment of diphtheria.

A Snake Story Verified. — A surgeon who
doubted the story of the mule python in the London
Zoölogieul Garden having swallowed bis mute, and
claimed thut the reptile might huve iu some way
crawled out of the cage, is reported by the Medical
Press to have had his doubts set at rest by the dis-
covery of several vertebra! of the defunct reptile
among the feces of the survivor. The surgeon now

has the vertebra! in his possession.
A Pugilist's Views on Football.

—

Mr.
Robert Fitzsimmons, a pugilist, who in a recent ex-
hibition dealt his spurring partner a futul blow, has

been looking up the records, und informs the public
that during the last ten years only twenty-three men

have died of injuries received iu the prize-ring, and
that during the months of November and December
there were twelve fatal footbull uccidents. He
therefore concludes thut football is fifty times as

dangerous as spurring. In his calculations he evidently
forgets that inasmuch as November and December are

the only two mouths in which football contests take
place, during those two months there are probably
more men engaged in playing footbull during one

season, than there have been engaged in professional
pugilistic contests for the last teu yeurs.

A Fatal Case op Chicken-Pox. — Nisbet re-

ports, iu the Australasian Medical Gazette, for No-
vember 15, 1894, u case of uncouiplicuted chicken-pox
iu a child eight and a half mouths old, which proved
fatal, owing, in his opinion, to the fact that tho erup-
tion covered every part of the body, even the palms
of the bunds und soles of the feet, und produced
pructicully the same effect as un exteusive burn. On
the seventh day of the disease spots appeared in the
mouth, which chauged to irritable ulcers, causing great
distress. Death occurred on the tenth day. Dr.
Nisbet thinks that there was no question as to diag-
nosis, as four older children iu the same house were

ill with the disease, und there wus un epidemic in the
town ut the time. Collie, in " Quaiu's Dictionury of
Medicine," states that " no physician has recorded a

fatal case of chicken-pox."
BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston. — Dur-
ing the week ending ut noon, December 26, 1894, there
were reported to the Bourd of Heulth, of Boston, the
following numbers of cases of acute infectious disease:
diphtheriu 86, scurlet fever 62, measles 50, typhoid
fever 12. During the week ending at noon, January
2, 1895, the following cases were reported: diphthe-
ria 64, scurlet fever 54, measles 51, typhoid fever 4.

A Dangerous Cosmetic. — A four-ounce bottle
of a certain face bleach examined by the State Board
of Heulth during November wus fouud to contain
twenty-seven grains of corrosive sublimute.

Death op a Centenarian.—Mrs. Alma Ida
Reynolds died at East Dedham, December 22d, aged
oue hundred yeurs aud eleven months. She was born
in Eustford, Conn., in 1794, and was in good health
until the last year of her life.

Semi-Centennial op the Discovery op Anes-
thesia.— The Harvard Odontological Society, in
conjunction with the Harvard Dental Alumni Associ-
ation, held u meeting ou December 26th, for the pur-
pose of celebrating the discovery of uuesthosia by
Horace Wells, fifty years ago.

The Nineteenth Report of the Salem Hospi-
tal.— This report, that for the year 1893, shows
that during that year 318 patieuts were treated, 178
medicul und 140 surgical. Dr. Hardy Phippeu was
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appointed a member of the surgical out-patient staff.
Five pupils were gruduated from the training-school
for nurses, and 531 cases were treated at the out-pa-
tient department during the year.

The American Chemical Society.
—

This society
held a general meeting in Boston on December 28th
and 29th. It was reassuring to learn from the speech
of the retiring president that chemistry had not yet
reached the itage at which synthetic food products
could be produced, and that the " beefsteuk of the
future," at least the immediate future, would not take
the form of a compressed tablet, manufactured by some

well-kuown and reliuble firm, and " containing all the
nutritive properties of a pound of beef." As an ad-
vantage of these tablets it would undoubtedly be
claimed, that " inasmuch as our tablets ure purely
synthetic in composition, by their substitution for beef
ull dunger from bovine tuberculosis is elimiuuted."
With this prospect in view the work of the Cuttle
Commission would be viewed as an entirely unneces-

sary expense.
A Laboratory for the Massachusetts Cattle

Commission. — The great increase in laboratory work
necessitated by the attack on bovine tuberculosis, has
made it necessary for the Cattle Commission to estab-
lish a laboratory to be devoted exclusively to its own

use. The work bus heretofore been done chiefly ut
the pathological laboratory of the Harvard Medical
School, and at the Massuchusetts Agricultural College
at Amherst. The new laboratory is being fitted up ut
50 Villuge Street, the present headquarters of the
board, and the work is to be under the direction of
Dr. W. P. Whitney.

The Attitude of the Farmers toward the
Cattle Commission. — Reports from various parts
of MuBsuchusetts indicate that, in proportion as the
farmers have the opportunity to see the work of the
cattle commissioners, and become acquainted with the
certaiuty of the tuberculin test, they realize the impor-
tance of liaving their herds purified. The protests
about the unreliability of the test, und its ulleged dun-
ger to healthy cattle are becoming fewer, aud the
owners of herds are apparently realizing that uiiless
they show a willingness to have tuberculosis stamped
out they will stand in a very bad light before public
opinion in comparison with the more intelligent cattle
owners, some of whom at their own expeuse had their
herds examined before they were obliged to do so by
law. On the question of compensation, however, most
of the farmers still insist that they ought to receive
for the loss of a diseased unimal the full vulue of a

healthy one.
NEW YORK.

The Association op American Anatomists.—
The seventh aunuul meeting of the Association of
American Anatomists was held at the College of Phy-
siciuns and Surgeons on December 28th and 29th.
Among those who were present and read papers were
Drs. Thomas Dwight, of Boston, Burt G. Wilder, of
Cornell University, Harrison Allen, of Philadelphia,

D. S. Lamb, of Washington, and E. C. Spitzka, of
New York.

Death of Dr. Detmold.— The venerable Dr.
William Detmold, the distinguished surgeon, died De-
cember 26th. Dr. Detmold was born December 27,
1808, in Hanover, where his father was physician to
the king. He was graduated ut Göttingen in 1830,
und came to New York in 1837. He was one of the
first to practice orthopedic surgery in this country and
established an orthopedic clinic at the College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons. At the time of bis death he
was emeritus professor of clinical and military surgery
at that institution. When the New York County
Medical Association wus organized in 1884, Dr. Det-
mold was selected us its first president, und he was also
one of the founders of the New York State Medical
Association.

Diphtheria at the Mount Vernon Branch of
the New York Infant Asylum.— Since the end of
September diphtheria bus prevailed to a considerable
extent at the Mount Vernon Branch of the New York
Infant Asylum, and it wus found necessury to set upart
three of the cottages ut the institution for those suffer-
ing from the disease. Up to the present time there
have been over eighty cuses and about sixteen deaths.
Recently antitoxin hus been used in the treutment (u
portion of the supply having been obtained from Ber-
lin and a portion from the New York Pasteur In-
stitute), and, while the number of cases thus treated
is not lurge, no death is suid to have occurred ¡itnong
them. Dr. Peck, one of the resident physiciuns, who
wus attacked by the disease a short time since, was

among those treated with antitoxin.
An Expensive Attack of Rabies.— On Decem-

ber 21 st a rabid dog bit no less than sixteen persons
in the town of Sulem, N. J., uud of these seven ure

now under treatment at the New York PuBteur In-
stitute. Others of those bitten will also.be sent on

for treutment, and it is stated that the total expense,
amounting to over one thousand dollars, will be borne
by the Salem Glass Works Company.

Examination op Cattle for Tuberculosis.—
The State Board of Health has made a report of the
work accomplished during the first year under the law
relating to examination of cattle for tuberculosis.
" There can no longer be a reasonable doubt," the re-

port says, " that cattle suffering from tuberculosis are

extensively distributed through the dairies of the State,
forming ceutres of infection in their respective herds ;
that the milk from such cattle is bad, and in many
caseB, though not acting perniciously upon all who
partake of it, is still sufficiently dangerous to warrant
aB earnest precautions uud as effective prophylactic
measures as in the cases of small-pox, typhoid and
cholera. The appropriations made, though incommen-
surate with the magnitude of the undertaking, have
been sufficient to show to some extent the vast pro-
portions of this menace to life and heulth und the need
of adequate resources to intelligently meet and over-

comejit."
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